
By TROY TANNER, CR, GCP 
The Home Energy Detective,  Inc.

So, you have a room in your 
house that you just can’t keep 
warm. Sound familiar? Maybe 
your energy bills are too high. In 
the summer the top fl oor is just 
too darn hot and you are more 
comfortable on the lowest level of 
the home.

How do you solve these common 
issues? Certainly you can call a 
window company. They say you 
will be more comfortable and 
save energy all at the same time 
by replacing your windows. Or 
why don’t you call the local air 
conditioning company. If you 
replace the air conditioning system 
you will feel more comfortable 
and save more money, right? Oh, 
I know, just add some insulation, 
that’ll do the trick.

Having been in the home energy 
auditing and building science arena 
for the last fi ve years, I’ve heard it 
all. Install this or that and it will 
save 30 percent; install that or this 
and it will save you 50 percent on 
your energy bills.

There’s an old saying that, “When 
you are a hammer everything looks 
like a nail.” Basically what I have 
for you will fi x all your ills.

Discover what is best for you 
with a home energy audit.

In the Washington, Northern 
Virginia and Maryland areas there 
are professional organizations 
that perform home energy audits. 
Most of these fi rms are what 
you would call solutions-based 
organizations. In other words, they 
fi nd out scientifi cally what are the 
underlying issues in your home to 
cause the home to be uncomfortable 
and be an energy hog. They provide 
you with a comprehensive report 
and recommended repairs for your 
particular home. The goal of the 
audit is to give you a roadmap to 
follow so you don’t make a decision 
to spend money on a product or 
service that does not give you the 
very best results for your money.

So what is an energy audit and 
how does it work? 

In an overall description, it goes like 
this. A quick interview is conducted 
with you to fi nd out what the issues 

are with the home. If you have a 
gas furnace or gas water heater a 
combustion appliance zone test will 
be performed. This is very important 
and specialized equipment is used 

for this. After the appliance test is 
completed, a measurement of the 
home is done for later calculations. 
The auditor will then prepare the 
home for a blower door test. This test 
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Trust the experts at

Affordable Home Remodeling

10% off new home additions and sunrooms
Major credit cards accepted

Free Home Estimates

25 years in business  

Financing available

Call for superior home improvement services at

202-333 -3535 or 301-459-7787
or online at affordablehomeremodeling.info today

 home additions  kitchens  windows
 bathrooms  sunrooms  patios & decking 
 basements drywall ceramic tiles 
 hardwood & laminate flooring  siding
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DESIGN / BUILD

allenbuiltinc.com
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D. Braun Contracting
Call  us  at  202-744-4684  or  visit  us  at  dbrauncontracting.com

Exceeding Expectations!
From  simple  home  repairs  to  

full-service  remodeling,  we  build  

ongoing  professional  relationships  

based  on  trust  and  integrity.

Kitchens  &  Baths

Additions

Decking

Home  Repairs

Don’t throw your green out the window
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www.dominionelectr ic.com
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LAUREL 301-470-2121

10% OFF
our lowest tag price on in-stock 

decorative lighting and accessories. 
Fans excluded.
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will help determine how leaky the 
home is. This is when they will use an 
infrared camera and smoke puffers 
to fi nd the hidden comfort issues 
and energy losses. After they conduct 

the blower door test they will take 
readings from the equipment and 
produce a report for you.

Not all energy auditors are 
created equal. 

As with any specialty there are 
different levels of competency, so 
how do you choose an auditing fi rm? 

Look for credentials. There 
are BPI (Building Performance 

Institute) Credentials. 
A BPI accredited organization 

has reached the highest level. The 
organization has been thoroughly 
investigated and has proper 
insurance, customer resolution 
practices, procedures for quality 
control and the company is audited 
at least once a year to ensure that 
they are upholding the highest 
standards.

The company must have on staff 
a BPI Building Analyst Professional 
as well as a BPI Envelope 
Professional. 

The other credentials you want to 
look for are RESNET professionals.

BPI and RESNET are the most 
commonly known organizations 
that provide the proper training 
required to perform professional 
Home Energy Audits.

Did you know there is money 
available to offset the costs of 
audits and repairs to the home?

In Maryland, PEPCO and other 
energy providers have money set 
aside for residents. Washington has 
DCSEU programs that will help 
homeowners improve their homes.

In Virginia it’s a little tougher. 
Virginias LEAP Program has 
just taken over the Northern 
Virginia Home Performance with 
Energy Star program and the 
county of Arlington has funds for 
homeowners. The other counties at 
this time do not have programs in 
place.

Discover the facts.
The Home Energy Detective 

is a BPI-accredited and licensed 
contractor providing home energy 
effi ciency services for Virginia, 
Maryland, District of Columbia 
and the surrounding region. We 
specialize in expert home energy 
effi ciency audits, reducing home 
energy bills and expenses and 
your improving home energy 
effi ciency. Visit us online at 
homeenergydetective.com or call 
us today at 866-933-2590 for a free 
phone consultation. VA Contractor 
License #2705 114656 A.
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Kraftwerks Sheet Metal & Slate, Inc. specializes in
copper, slate & tin roofing.  We have a full service 
sheet metal shop to fabricate cornice and 
custom skylights.  All repairs are guaranteed 
and if you are adding an addition to an 
existing structure Kraftwerks can tie 
the two together seamlessly.

Preserving history,
one roof at a time.

REVIEW AD FOR COPY AND DESIGN ACCURACY. Revisions must be submitted within 24 hours of the date of 
proof. Proof will be considered final and will be submitted for publication if revision is not submitted within 24 hours of 
the date of proof. Revisions will not be accepted after 12:01 pm wednesday, the week of publication.Brown naff pitts 
omnimedia llc (dba the washington blade) is not responsible for the content and/or design of your ad.  Advertiser is 
responsible for any legal liability arising out of or relating to the advertisement, and/or any material to which users 
can link through the advertisement.  Advertiser represents that its advertisement will not violate any criminal laws or 
any rgihts of third parties, including, but not limited to, such violations as infringement or misapporpriation of any 
copyright, patent, trademark, trade secret, music, image, or other proprietary or propety right, false advertising, unfair 
competition, defamation, invasion of privacy or rights of celebrity, violation of anti-discrimination law or regulation, 
or any other right of any person or entity. Advertiser agrees to idemnify brown naff pitts omnimedia llc (dba the 
washington blade) and to hold brown naff pitts omnimedia llc (dba the washington blade) harmless from any and all 
liability, loss, damages, claims, or causes of action, including reasonable legal fees and expenses that may be incurred 
by brown naff pitts omnimedia llc, arising out of or related to advertiser’s breach of any of the foregoing representations 
and warranties.

A D V E R T I S I N G  P R O O F

PROOF #1 ISSUE DATE: 02.17.12 SALES REPRESENTATIVE: DAN HAZARD (dhazard@washblade.com) 

REVISIONS
   REDESIGN
   TEXT REVISIONS
   IMAGE/LOGO REVISIONS
NO REVISIONS ADVERTISER SIGNATURE

By signing this proof you are agreeing to your contract obligations with the 
washington blade newspaper.  This includes but is not limited to placement, 
payment and insertion schedule.

HISTORIC AND
CUSTOM RENOVATION
 

 

con

REVIEW AD FOR COPY AND DESIGN ACCURACY. Revisions must be submitted within 24 hours of the date of 
proof. Proof will be considered final and will be submitted for publication if revision is not submitted within 24 hours of 
the date of proof. Revisions will not be accepted after 12:01 pm wednesday, the week of publication.Brown naff pitts 
omnimedia llc (dba the washington blade) is not responsible for the content and/or design of your ad.  Advertiser is 
responsible for any legal liability arising out of or relating to the advertisement, and/or any material to which users 
can link through the advertisement.  Advertiser represents that its advertisement will not violate any criminal laws or 
any rgihts of third parties, including, but not limited to, such violations as infringement or misapporpriation of any 
copyright, patent, trademark, trade secret, music, image, or other proprietary or propety right, false advertising, unfair 
competition, defamation, invasion of privacy or rights of celebrity, violation of anti-discrimination law or regulation, 
or any other right of any person or entity. Advertiser agrees to idemnify brown naff pitts omnimedia llc (dba the 
washington blade) and to hold brown naff pitts omnimedia llc (dba the washington blade) harmless from any and all 
liability, loss, damages, claims, or causes of action, including reasonable legal fees and expenses that may be incurred 
by brown naff pitts omnimedia llc, arising out of or related to advertiser’s breach of any of the foregoing representations 
and warranties.

A D V E R T I S I N G  P R O O F

PROOF #1 ISSUE DATE: 02.17.12 SALES REPRESENTATIVE: DAN HAZARD (dhazard@washblade.com) 

REVISIONS
   REDESIGN
   TEXT REVISIONS
   IMAGE/LOGO REVISIONS
NO REVISIONS ADVERTISER SIGNATURE

By signing this proof you are agreeing to your contract obligations with the 
washington blade newspaper.  This includes but is not limited to placement, 
payment and insertion schedule.


